NJDOT kicks off Ridesharing Month 


Governor Jim Florio has designated 
September as “Ridesharing Month” in New 
Jersey. 

“Ridesharing Month is an annual event,” 
Commissioner Tom Downs noted, “but it’s 
particularly important this year because of the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. New Jersey 
is a non-attainment state under the Act and we 
could lose federal highway dollars if we don’t cut 
back on the auto emissions that contribute so 
heavily to our air quality problems.” 

“Don’t Exhaust Your Future. Rideshare”, 
this year’s ridesharing slogan, reflects New 
Jersey’s commitment to clean air by reducing 
emissions from automobiles. 

If this doesn’t happen, the state stands to 
lose federal funds and face other strictures when 
the 1992 Clean Air Act becomes law. 

NJDOT’s Bureau of Suburban Mobility 
(BSM) is focusing on Headquarter’s employees 
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Rideshare! 


Call 1-800-247-POOL 
For Free Help 


during Ridesharing Month with a series of 
special opportunities, events and displays to 
encourage NJDOTers to set the pace for fellow 
state workers. They include: 

¢ Banners carrying the tollfree number, 1- 
800-245-POOL, for free ridesharing assistance 
and the new slogan, “Don’t Exhaust Your Future. 
Rideshare.” greet employees and visitors at each 
entry. 

¢ Commissioner Tom Downs will give the 
NJDOT vanpools riders the keys to new vans to 
replace their 1980 and 1986 vehicles on 
September 17. 


(See page two for more events and happenings) 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Opinion survey supports 
special lanes for !I-80/I-287 


An average of 72% of 1201 residents surveyed as part of the 
Department’s study of high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes said 
that they “favor strongly” or “somewhat” building special lanes 
for buses and carpools. The poll is part of the HOV lane 
feasibility study still under way covering I-80 from Route 15 to 
Parsippany Road and I-287 from Route 22 to the I-80/I-287 
interchange. 

“The study highlights the kind of transportation decisions that 
we will have to make to comply with the federal Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990,” Commissioner Tom Downs said. “New 
Jersey cannot continue to build its way out of congestion. 
Instead, we must investigate solutions that will move people, 
fight congestion and preserve the highway capacity needed to 
ensure our economic competitiveness.” 

Overall more than 65% of those polled said they thought HOV 
lanes could be “very” or “fairly effective” in reducing conges- 
tion. Respondents considered both study corridors congested 
and an average of 53% of them said they “favor strongly” or 
“somewhat” HOV lanes on I-80 between Routes 15 and I-280. 

Downs said, “The results of the survey reflect a basic under- 
standing of the general usefulness and effectiveness of HOV 
lanes. However, like the recent Project Clean Air poll, the HOV 
poll demonstrates that respondents are not as enthusiastic when 
an issue becomes personal and could eventually directly affect 
their lifestyles the way HOV lanes on I-80 could.” 

Adding general use lanes also received high ratings as a way to 
decrease congestion. “We still value the automobile and the 
personal freedom that we associate with driving. Unfortunately, 


(continued on page two) 
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Commissioner Tom Downs 


Su rVCY (continued from page one) 
all of this driving has created crippling 
traffic congestion and put us in violation 
of federal clean air standards,” he said. 

The Commissioner noted that, if HOV 
lanes are implemented, the Deprtment 
will have to undertake a major educa- 
tional effort to demonstrate that the lanes 
can benefit everyone by reducing the total 
number of vehicles on the road, thereby 
reducing traffic congestion and air 
pollution even for those who cannot 

1. 

A special public/private sector steering 
committee is reviewing these and other 
technical findings before formally 
presenting their recommendation to the 
Commissioner this month. The recom- 
mendation for the I-287 corridor is 
expected early in 1992. 


Events (continued from page one) 


* The Employee Transportation 
Committee will develop an employee 
commute strategy for the Department to 


serve as a model for other state agen- 
cies. 

* New bicycle lockers have been 
installed in the courtyard behind the 
Main Office Building. Those who want 
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Andrew Verdi, 
Auto Painter, 


Building 11, 
Fernwood 
Complex, |” 
Trenton, paints 
the side of the 
new vans to be 
presented later 
this month. Look 
for the finished 
product in the 
next Transporter. 


to commute by bike should contact Carol 
Procaccino in BSM at 5-8051 to reserve a 
locker. 

¢ On Wednesday, September 18, the 
Multi-Purpose Room will house a variety 
of commuter alternative displays includ- 
ing clean air displays from the NJDEP, 
the Association for Commuter Transpor- 
tation and the Association of New Jersey 
Environmental Commissions; Randolph 


Township’s Police Department’s 5’2" 
bicycle safety trainer Robbie Robot; a 
selection of running and walking shoes _ 
from Fischer’s Footwear, Independence 
Mall, Trenton; and the latestincom- 
muter bikes from Bernie’s Bike Shop in — 
Hamilton Township. a 
e PSE&G will park its electricand 
natural gas-powered vans in front of th 
MOB. 


All NJDOT Reservists return home from the Persian Gulf 


Almost all of the NJDOT Reservists 
called to active duty in the Gulf War have 
returned safely to their jobs. But their 
memories will last a lifetime. 

“The first SCUD missle alert sticks out 
in my mind most,” said Salvatore 
DeGirolamo. “We were on a pier loaded 
with ammunition in Da Maam on the 
Persian Gulf. Everyone ran to put their 
chemical suits on. We ended up sitting for 
two hours until the all clear sign was 
given. That really shook us up,” he said. 

DeGirolamo, a Regional Electrical 
Supervisor in Region IV, Cherry Hill, is 
also Platoon Sergeant with the 253rd 
Transportation Unit, that was assigned to 
the 82nd Airborne. 

Emmett O’ Hare was called to duty just 
after his appointment as Director of 
Aviation. The Army Reserve Major was 
responsible for transportation and logistics 
of materials throughout the theater of 
operations. After the completion of the 
war he was named Military Director of 
Aviation in Kuwait. His main job was to 
reopen the airport. 

“The one event that sticks out in my 
mind the most is the comaraderie between 
all the allied forces when we opened 
Kuwait International Airport,” O’ Hare 


said. “Saudis, Brits, French, Americans 
and Kuwaities worked tirelessly to open 
the heavily damaged airport to commer- 
cial traffic in two and a half weeks,” said 
O’Hare. “Everyone cheered when the 
first plane landed.” 

Jose Garcia, an Engineer Tech. IV in 
the Bureau of Maintenance Engineering, 
Headquarters Complex, is a Sergeant in 


Aviation Director Emmett O'Hare (left), 
and the Kuwaiti Tower Chief examine the 
damage to the control tower at the Kuwait 
International Airport, Kuwait City. 


forget the start of the ground war. 
“When we finally got the word, 
everyone in my unit became nervous,” 


the Army Reserves. He said he will never 


he said, “It was a feeling no one can de- 
scribe. I hope I never have to go through 
it again.” 

Other NJDOT Desert Storm Reservists 
who have come back or will be returning 
soon are Timothy Rudolph, John Larkin, 
Julius Oroszvary, Chris Regan, Robert 
Steinberg, Anthony Testa and Gary 
Smith. 
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Innocenzi to retire in October 


Deputy Commissioner Robert A. 
Innocenzi will retire in October, ending a 
38-year career that began at a drafting 
table in the Division of Planning in June 
1953 and took him to the corner office of 
the Executive Wing, as NJDOT’s second- 
in-command. 

“T’ve had many wonderful years at the 
Department,” he said. “I am going to miss 
my associates and the friends I’ve made.” 

Innocenzi didn’t start out to be an 
engineer. In fact, as a teenager he imag- 
ined himself working in the family 
building material business. His love of 
drafting turned his thoughts toward 
engineering and prompted him to begin 
taking college prep courses. 

After high school, Innocenzi enrolled at 
the Trenton Technical Institute to study 
mechanical drafting and design. 


‘Among the proudest moments of 
my life were earning my engineer- 
ing degree and obtaining my 
professional engineer’s license.’ 


“About the same time, my aunt who 
worked at the State House gave me an 
exam application and arranged for an 
interview which got me into the Depart- 
ment,” Innocenzi said. 

Innocenzi enrolled in Drexel 
University’s evening division in 1955, and 
began his 10-year study for an engineering 
degree while climbing the career ladder at 
NJDOT. 

After 13 years in the Bridge Division, 
Innocenzi became Supervising Highway 
Engineer in Roadway Design before 
switching gears to accept the post of Chief, 
Bureau of Program Development with the 
Division of Commuter Services in 1975. 
When the Division became NJ TRANSIT 
in 1980, Innocenzi was named Acting 


StAEBRIEFS 
Arthur W. Roberts, Supervising 
Research Assistant, Division 
of Research, has had a paper on Dy- 


namic 3D Highway Modeling accepted 
for presentation at an international 


conference on Strategic Highway 
Research in Gothenberg, Sweden. The 
conference is co-sponsored by the 
American Transportation Research 
Board and the Swedish Road and Traffic 
Research Institute. 


Philip J. Vecere has been named 
Manager of the Bureau of Plant Mainte- 


Director of Project Management and 
Engineering. 

Opting to remain with NJDOT after NJ 
TRANSIT became independent, Innocenzi 
became Director of the newly-created 
Division of Project Development, charged 
with developing the first federally-mandated 
environmental impact statements (EIS). 

“Tt was an exciting time,” he said. “We 
worked on the EISs for I-287, the Trenton 
Complex, I-95, the Route 18 Freeway and 
Route 55.” 

Then Assistant Commissioner Jack 
Freidenrich, who has since retired, named 
Innocenzi his Deputy State Highway 
Engineer in 1984, a post he held until 
Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck 
appointed him Deputy Commissioner in 
1988. Governor Tom Kean asked him to 
serve as Acting Commissioner after Gluck 
resigned in 1989, a position he remained 
in until Governor Jim Florio appointed 
Commissioner Tom Downs. 

In June 1990, Governor Florio appointed 
him one of the Delaware River Port 
Authority Commissioners. 

“Among the proudest moments of my 
life were earning my engineering degree 
and obtaining my professional engineer’s 
license,” he said. “The others were during 
the eight months I spent as Acting Com- 
missioner. We had the I-78 fire during that 
time, one of our biggest challenges. I was 
so proud when the Governor came to the 
Department to pay tribute to the many men 
and women who helped fix I-78 in only 
four months.” 

Innocenzi sees many changes at NJDOT 
as a result of the early retirement program. 

“The Department is losing valuable 
middle and upper management personnel 
through the early retirement program but, 
when I sit in my bi-weekly meetings, I am 
impressed with the young men and women 


nance and Repair. The new unit com- 
bines the functions and staff of the 
Bureau of Plant Engineering and 
Planning and the Bureau of Plant 
Maintenance and Repair. 


John “Jack” Naiman, Director, 
Division of Procurement, and Jake Isler, 
Manager of Construction Services, are 
among the speakers at Construction Plus, 
a conference for contractors to be held at 
the Meadowlands, October 29 and 30, 
1991. 


The NJDOT Mixed Bowling League 
has openings for full and part-time 
members. The team plays Monday 
evenings in Ewing. Call Brian 


left, congratulates Joseph Notaro, Manager 
of Value Engineering, who is also retiring 
this year. 


who have chosen NJDOT asa career. I 
think that the loss of experience will be 
outweighed by their excellent training and 
enthusiasm.” 

Outside the Department, Innocenzi has 
always been active in the community. He 
served with the Hamilton Township 
(Mercer County) Jaycees and as president 
of the Hamilton Board of Education. He 
now serves on the board of the YMCA and 
is active as an AASHTO Committee 
Chairman. 

Innocenzi and his wife, Ann, have two 
children, Bob Jr., a doctor who is now 
doing a residency in ophthalmology in 
Detroit, and Darlene Pallotti, a teacher who 
recently presented them with their first 
grandchild, Tommy. 

Although Innocenzi has not made 
definite plans for the future, he wants to 
remain active professionally. 

"I will miss this place very much—the 
people, the tempo—but I am looking 
forward to the future, whatever it holds.” 


Margerum at 883-5145 after 4:30 pm 
for information. 


The NJDOT Blood Bank is asking 
for donors. The Blood Mobile will visit 
the Region III office on Daniels Way in 
Freehold September 25. 


Snow Plow Drivers Wanted. The 
Bureau of Maintenance is again recruit- 
ing current employees to work part time 
in snow removal. You will be trained. 
For more information, call the office 
nearest your home: 

Region I, 201-347-4415 

Region II, 201-648-2278 

Region III, 908-308-4100 

Region IV, 609-428-6550 


NJDOT at the Fair 


The Department's Adopt-A-Highway 
program was featured at the NJDOT 
booth at the NJ State Fair, August 2-11, in 
Cherry Hill. 

The program invites local groups and 
organizations to help keep our highways 
clean by "adopting" a section of highway. 

The booth was staffed by NJDOT 
volunteers. Clinton Griggs, Landscape 
Designer I, Maintenance Support, 
coordinated the program and Todd 
Taylor, Community Involvement, helped 
train the volunteers. 

The volunteers were: Rebecca 
Bisanzio, Charles Brodowicz, David 
Byers, Joe Cardamone, Alan Cooper, 
Janice DeJohn, Lou DiAngelo, Terry 
Emerson, Tony Guerrieri, Fred Heery, 
Warren Howard, Stephen Kingsbury, Ed 
Kondrath, Dawn Miele, Vincent 
Nichnadowicz, Anthony Pellegrino, Pete : 
Rack, Phil Rubin, Charlie Robinson, Clinton Griggs Malittcaaiiss Support, far right, and Phil Rubin, Management 


Eddie Robinson, Mike Russo, Richard Information Systems, welcome Governor Jim Florio, his wife, Lucinda, and 
Shaw, Paul Thomas. granddaughter to the NJDOT booth. 


What's your EQ? 
May | accept free room and board at a conference? 


This is the seventh in a series of articles dispensers. Mr. Pulp offered to pay Ms. "The Decision: C Jeet 
by Department Ethics Liaison Officer Jeff +Employee’s conference, hotel and meal According to Governor’s Executive - a 
Stoolman to help you avoid embarrassing costs. Based on the above facts, Ms. Order #189, no vendor (any person or a 
or job-threatening problems. Employee should: business which provides or proposes to. 

Situation 7 a. accept the invitation if she has not provide goods or services) shall pay any | 

Emily Employee works for the been singled out to receive the free room fee, commission, compensation, gift, 
Procurement Division, supervising the and board. gratuity or other thing of value to any 
purchase of building supplies, including b. accept the invitation, go to Atlantaand state employee of any agency for which ‘ 
paper towels for all rest rooms at NJDOT __ Stay in the hotel room provided, but skip the the vendor transacts, or offersto  _—S_— 
facilities. Recently, Ms. Employee conference sessions altogether. transact, business. In the above ie 
received an invitation from Mr. Pulp, an c. politely decline the offer of free situation, Emily is prohibited from _ 
NJDOT vendor, inviting her to attend a room and board and attend the conference 
conference it is sponsoring in Atlantaon __ if the Department is willing to pay her room and meals for her conference » ae a 
the financial advantages of paper towel EXPENSses. attendance. eae 
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